
He is the current sitting MP 
representing our community, 
and he has agreed to become 
patron of the North Wellington 
Resilience Trust. 

The Honourable Peter Dunne 
knows a good thing when he sees 
it.  When first approached with 
the concept of being patron of the 
NWRT he smiled broadly and 
said “absolutely”. 

Last month the Trustees 
passed a resolution that the 
current sitting Member of 
Parliament for Ohariu-Belmont 
be the Patron of the Trust. 

Patronage is defined as “the 
support, encouragement, 
privilege and sometimes financial 
aid given by a person or an 
organisation.” 

Charitable and other non-
profit making organisations often 
seek an influential figurehead to 
act as patron. The relationship 
often does not involve money. As 
well as conferring credibility, 
these people can instead use their 

Patron of the North Wellington Resilience Trust, Hon. Peter Dunne, who assumes the 
position by virtue of being the current sitting Member of Parliament for the Ohariu-
Belmont electorate. 
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Almost 30 adult learners will receive their certificates from the 
Minister of Revenue and Patron of the Trust at a ceremony at 
Newlands College on Friday 30th May. 

The students – graduates of courses run by the New Zealand 
Resilience Trust – have completed the foundation course Introduction 
to Disasters and Preparedness.  This is the first of three that make up 
the NZRT Certificate in Resilience. 

The course is a new approach to building the sort of community 
resilience mentioned in government strategy. 

It is an approach that is consistent with the National Civil Defence 
Emergency Management Strategy, which aims to ‘increase community 
awareness, understanding, and participation in civil defence emergency 
management’, and the National Public Education Strategy. 

The most recent course was co-tutored by Tracy Hurst-Porter and 
Heather Cotton, both graduates of a course run earlier in the year.  As 
part of the plan to expand the number and type of education 
opportunities available to the public of Wellington, individuals from 
each course are asked to step forward and become tutors.  All tutors 
receive training and mentoring. 

Upcoming courses planned for the greater Newlands area cover 
Advanced Individual Preparedness, and Community Resilience.  
Information is available at the Trust’s website: 
www.nzrt.org.nz/nzrt_education.htm. 

                           Graffiti 
 
We don’t want it, so let’s do something about it.  
Citizens, paint over that graffiti – it is the most 
effective way of stopping tagging.  Demand 
that shop and business owners do the same. 
Report it to the Council.  Just don’t ignore it! 
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FREE courses at 
Newlands College 

Introduction to Disasters 
and Preparedness 
Tuesday August 19 th / 26th 

7PM ~ 9PM 
�

Personal Preparedness 
Tuesday September 16 th / 23rd 

7PM ~ 9PM 
�
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From the NZRT 
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contacts and charisma to assist 
the organisation to raise funds or 
to increase awareness. The British 
Royal Family are an especially 
good example in this respect. 

Given the work the Trust is 
carrying out, choosing the sitting 
MP as Patron was not a hard 
decision according to Chair Reg 
McLean. 

“We need a patron who is 
linked into the communities we 
work with, who understands the 
aspirations of the locals, and who 
can assist us when influence must 
be wielded,” says McLean. 

Peter Dunne is thrilled to be 
the one filling the position.  
“Government should encourage 
initiatives developed at a local 
level, and spur communities to 
build sustainable futures; the 
NWRT is a key part of this 
approach.” 

Local representatives from 
other major political parties, 
including Katrina Shanks and 
Charles Chauvel, were consulted 
by the Trust and are supportive of 
the concept of patronage. 
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LEADERSHIP 
·  The importance of what 

we do. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
REPORT 
·  New publication grows in 

popularity. 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
OPINION 
·  Government’s place in 

community resilience. 
 



The promotion of community 
development and resilience 
makes good sense for 
governments, says local MP 
Peter Dunne. 

Governments always have an 
interest in promoting community 
wellbeing. After all, harmonious 
and functioning communities are 
more likely to be socially 
cohesive, and ultimately less 
difficult to govern. 

Before the advent of the 
welfare state, the responsibility 
largely rested with individual 
families, their neighbourhoods 
and the local institutions 
(schools, churches, community 
groups etc). It was all very 
uneven and prone to creating 
social disparities. So 
governments became involved 
through the establishment of 
comprehensive health, welfare 
and education services, family 
support policies and so forth. 

The intention was good and 
noble, but had unintended 
consequences. Unwittingly, 
communities were relieved of 
responsibility, with the cradle to 
grave welfare state increasingly 
providing everything. It was fine 
while it worked, but it started to 
look creaky over the last 30 
years forcing governments to 
take a new approach to building 
community resilience – from the 
ground upwards once again.  

Government’s role today is 
therefore not so much as a 
provider of services, but rather 
an enabler, and encourager of 
initiatives developed at a local 
level, and a spur to communities 
to build sustainable futures. 

The North Wellington 
Resilience Trust is a key part of 
this approach, which is why I am 
delighted to serve as its Patron. 
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save in resources if everyone 
carpooled! 

It has been argued that 90% 
of the things that affect our lives 
happen within the immediate area 
we live in.  Think about it: going 
to the shops, kids to school, 
religious activities, all the stuff 
that goes on in our homes, 
commuting, sleeping, bringing up 
a family, burying our loved-ones.  
Yet for many people the focus is 
mostly on what happens at work; 
a lot of the time that is far away 
from where we live. 

Communities are living, 
breathing entities that are made 
up of groups of individuals.  How 
these groups interact with one-
another determines what overall 
benefits are produced for the 
greater good. 

Taxes are a big issue in New 
Zealand at the moment, and we 
all want to cut the amount of tax 
we pay – but not to the detriment 
of health, education, policing, etc.  
Well there is only one way to 
have our cake and eat it too: 
through communities taking on 
more responsibility for their own 
destiny. 

It’s easy to lose sight of the 
importance  

��!�!����!�!����!�!����!�!�� 				

MAY 2008 
 

Hon. Peter Dunne, MP 
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In response to last month’s 
Esprit de Corps there were a 
number of people who asked 
why developing a ‘resilient 
community’ was so important.  
This article attempts to provide 
some insight. 

Developing community 
resilience is about reframing what 
we – as a society – think is 
important, through creating 
strong foundations of 
communication, working 
together, neighbourliness, and 
positivity; through building up an 
environment of self-awareness 
and civic responsibility. 

The small green-blue planet 
we inhabit is pretty lonely in the 
vastness of space.  It is the only 
home we have, and as the Earth 
slowly fills up with people we 
have to learn more and more to 
get on with each other. 

That’s the geographic 
argument… here’s the economic 
one: a lot of efficiency is lost 
because people choose not to 
work together or communicate 
with one-another.  Look at how 
many vehicles there are on the 
road with only one person in 
them!  Think how much we could 

www.nzrt.org.nz  
 

importance of what we do as 
people, as citizens, as neighbours, 
and as friends.  We are working 
harder and longer, our children 
are growing up at a pace that 
would make our grandparents 
gasp. 

But by looking inward, 
examining what makes our 
community special, and having a 
celebration or two now and then, 
we can slow things down a little 
and catch our breath. 

And we can have a serious 
discussion with each other about 
what is truly important to our 
community – and to the 
community we leave to the 
future. 

The success of developing 
community-wide resilience rests 
on the attitude people take.  
Communities are assets, not 
liabilities.  The time has come to 
start tapping into the vast 
resources they offer. 
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The popularity of the Esprit de 
Corps newsletter is growing, with 
the first edition last month going 
out to 512 people.   

As you read the May issue, 
another 1,500 or so other people 
also have it in their house or 
workplace. 

The purpose of the monthly 
publication is twofold: firstly to 
highlight and promote the work 
of the New Zealand Resilience 
Corps, 35-strong and growing in 
the Greater Newlands Area; and 
secondly to help improve the 
self-awareness of the 
community through providing 
local information and 
commentary. 

The newsletter is an essential 
tool in the Trust’s efforts to foster 
resilience in the area.  These 
efforts are encapsulated in five 
main areas: advocacy (of which 
Esprit de Corps is a tool), 
research, education, training, and 
a community project. 

Community resilience is not 
something  

something that can be directly 
developed, in much the same 
way we cannot simply “create” 
plants in our garden.  It is 
grown, and to do this the 
foundations must be well-
prepared and the environment 
has to be conducive. 

So share your copy of Esprit 
de Corps around, feel free to 
photocopy it, and if you want to 
contribute email edc@nzrt.org.nz. 
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Over 500 copies of Esprit de Corps were distributed last month, with 
that number planned to triple this month.  
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For further information or 

to book, contact us at 
education@nzrt.org.nz  


